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Sincerity: From Godly Mental Mode to Aesthetic Mental Mode

ZHANG Qian
(Chinese Department, Zhanjiang Normal College; Zhanjiang 524048, Guangdong China)

Biography: ZHANG Qian(1970-), male, Doctor, Associate professor, Chinese Department, Z hanjiang
Normal College; majoring in arts and literature.

Abstract. Sincerity was a very important category in Xiangin Confucion aesthetics. The conception
was not an aesthetic conception at first, rather a theological conception. The developing of sincerity was
beginning as a godly mental mode, through the mental mode of dealing with the relation between human
and human shifting to the aesthetic mental mode, and at the same time the sincerity developed into a
noumenon. In Xiangin Confucious, the conception of sincerity had stilly the shade of the godly mental
mode, but it was mainly the uniting of three aspects that was the mental mode of dealing with the relation
between human and human, the aesthetic mental mode and the sincerity as a noumenon. From a godly
mental mode to a mental mode of dealing with the relation between human and human, the historical
inheritance manifested at the contents of modest, respect, faith etc. and the negativity was the developing
from the fear of the intercourse object to the intimity with object. From the mental mode of dealing with
the relation between human and human developing to aesthetic mental mode, what were preserved were not
only the intimity with object in the mental mode of dealing with human and human, but also the specialty
of the shadowland of object in godly mental mode. After the original religion lost its leading status, the
aesthetic sincerity became a necessary way from the sincerity of subject to the sincerity of noumenon.

Key words: Sincerity; aesthetic mental mode; mental mode of dealing with the relation between

human and human; godly mental mode; Xiangin confucion aesthetics



