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From Divine to Secular; Discriminative
Treatment of Poor Relief in Tudor England
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Abstract: England witnessed a drastic change in Tudor period. Due to social changes, the feature of

poor relief in England was turned radically from divine relief into secular relief. The latter paid more

attention to discriminative treatment; the desire for stability and the strengthening of capital conception

resulted in the new feature: discriminative relief. The paper analyses its formation and completion from

following aspects: ideological incentive, government legislation and relief practices, and thus points out that

discriminative relief was an important wellspring which propelled the transition from traditional society to

modern one.
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