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University, majoring in the history of Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties.

Abstract: Since Emperor Hanwu restricted the power of fief, Sima Lang first affirmed the Western

Zhou enfeoffment system in the last years of the Donghan dynasty. Soon after, Dong Zhao suggested

rebuilding the ancient five classes system, but his intention was to help Cao family ascend the throne by

breaking through the limit that different family could only be conferred the rank of marquis in Han

dynasty. In the last years of Caowei dynasty, awaking to the menace of the great families, someone

suggested establishing the enfeoffment system to strengthen the emperor power. Under the influence of

these suggestions, Sima family enfeoffed three times around ascending the throne. But this policy did not

act in fact, because this system was in contradiction with the current prefecture-county system and Dudu

system. The actual measure that was been adopted to strengthen the power of the royal family, as Mr.

Tang Zhang-ru has pointed, is appointing the royal clansmen to command the important military regions.

Key words: Wei-Jin Dynasties; enfeoff ment system; five classes system



