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The Dusty Heart and the Way to Uncover the Nature
on the Relationship of Natsume Soseki’ s Kokoro and Hsun Tse’” s Philosophy

WU Lu-e
(School of Foreign Languages Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei China)

Biography: WU Lu-e (1954-), female, Professor, School of Foreign Languages, Wuhan University,

majoring in Japanese neoteric literature.

Abstract: Natsume Soseki vividly demonstrated Hsun Tse’ s Philosophy of Uncovering the Nature of
Objects in his later novel Kokoro (the heart of things), pointing out that real spiritual freedom can only be
achieved by sincere reflection and life revelation and by self-reproach in a sense of contrition. And it’ s not
difficult to discover the implied condemnation of the Japanese Invasion and the author’ s anxiety for the
future of the country. The novel is a reflection of the mental journey of self-verificatioin, self-reflection and
end-result finding of the neoteric Japanese intellectuals against the backdrop of a country undergoing sharp
social transformation.

Key words: Natsume Soseki; Kokoro; philosophy of uncovering the nature of objects



