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Interpreting the Ways of Naming Novels

ZHANG Hongfeng
(Department of Basic Courses s Financial and Economic Institute for Wuhan Staff, Wuhan 430015, Hubei, China)

Biography: ZHANG Hong-feng (1954-), male, Lecturer, Department of Basic courses, Financial and
Economic Institute for Wuhan Staff, majoring in the theory of Chinese novels.

Abstract. Historically speaking, there are three typical ways to give a name to a Chinese novel; the
history narration, the theme summarization and the prompt of the information of the work. The first way
means to narrate one of the plots or the historic incident in the name of the novel. The second way means to
summarize the theme of the work. The third way means to point out some of the information or the work
or the reader’ s feeling when one reads the work . Different naming-way determines different content and
language construction of the work, even different types of reading-ex perience of the reader and degree of
one’ s participation into the novel. It also determines how the reader enters into the work. The three
naming-way s construct the historical signs of the work.

Key words: naming of a novel; the way of entering; the history narration; the theme summarization;

the prompt of information



