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Road to Recognition: Policy-making of UK’ s Recognition of PRC

XU Youzhen
(School of History » Wuhan U niversity, Wuhan 430072 Hubei, China)

Biography: XU Youzhen(1964-), female, PH. D Candidate, Associate Professor, School of History
, majoring in the History of M odern Intemational Relations.

Abstract: It took a whole year from the decision to ‘ keep a foot in the door’ in China to the decision
to accord ad jure recognition of P. R. China. During this period, the thinking of British Government’ s
policy-making evolved from attempting to establish factual relations to according de facto recognition then to
de jure recognition. The essential impetus affecting the policy-making was the challenge of Chinese
revolutionary situation. Foreign Office played a decisive role in the decision to recognize Chinese Communist
regime. Those diplomatic officers and merchants in China as well as their representatives in London were
the most important agitators and supporters of recognition. Except Colony Office, other main Ministries,
to various degrees approved recognition. In addition, The Press, the House of Commons, and even
Winston Churchill, the most famous leader of both anti-Communism and the Opponent, were in favor of
recognition. All the above illustrate the decision to accord to recognition went through deep consideration
and were of public opinion’ s favor. Having kept adjusting themselves to the changing situation also reflects
the essence of realistic diplomacy of the British government.
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