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The Social Roles of Women in the Traditional
Southern Minority Society

—Also Compare with that of Han Nationality

PAN Hong-gang
(Institute of Ethnology and Sociologys Central South University of Ethnology, Wuhan 430074 Hubei China)

Biography: PAN Hong-gang (1960-), Male, Associate Professor, institute of Ethnology and

Sociology, Central South University of Ethnology, majoring in History of nationalities .

Abstract. T raditionaly, women in the societies of southern minorities took part in general all kinds of

social labouring activities and so jointly interfered social political activities. Therefore their social role is very

much different from Han women. This stemmed from the culture of shifting cultivation, as well as the
division of labour in society of both sexes under such a history background of southern minorities.
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