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An Outline of the “War of the Eight Princes”

LU Li
(School of Humanities Hua nan Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, Guangdong China)

Biography: LU Li (1969-), male, Doctor, Lecturer, School of Humanities, Hua’ nan Normal
University, majoring in the history of Weis Jin, Southern and Northern dynasties.

Abstract: This article, by analyzing the causes of ascending and descending of different power
groups that appear in the war of the eight princes, considers that a pyramid-shaped structure of power
has been established before the death of Emperor Jinwu. Emperor is on the top of the pyramid; the
followings are maternal relatives, imperial princes and great families. A fter the death of Emperor
Jinwu, the different power groups ascend and descend one by one because the idiotic Emperor Hui
can’ t control the structure, the great families come to power at last. This disturbance can be
attributed to the contradiction of emperor and great families.

Key words: West jin dynasty; war of the eight princes; power structure



