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Folk Buddhism Belief in the Upper and Middle Reaches
of the Yangtze River in Tang Dynasty
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Biography: LIU Li-tang (1963-), male, Doctor, Associate professor, School of Chinese Language
& Literatures Wuhan University, majoring in ancient Chinese history.

Abstract: Generally speaking, the upper and middle reach of the Yangtze River was one of the
important regions for the spreading of Buddhism from the Six Dynasties to the Tang dynasty. This
region has many great mountains and deep valleys, which made it an ideal occasion——for monks both
from the north and south——for thoroughly studying and advertising Folk Buddhism. Folk Buddhism
Belief spread widely not only to the bigger towns and cities, but also deep into the remote and
backward places. It deeply affected the tradition and lives there. The reasons for the flourish of Folk
Buddhism Belief owed firstly to the positive advocating of the gerentocratic class, secondly to the deep
belief of people who praying for blessing and averting disasters at the same time. Further, I think that
this phenomenon seemed to have some connection with the tradition of belief in ghost and gods in the
region. With the spreading of Buddhism in this area, the local people’ s belief in Buddhism was
somew hat combined with their traditional belief and folk sacrificial offering.
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