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Comparative Study on “Noboko” and “ Shafei”

SUN Yang
(Foreign Languages School Jinan University, Guangzhou 510632 Guangdong China)

Biography: SUN Yang(1974-), female, Foreign Languages School, Jinan University, majoring in
Japanese literature and comparative literary studies between Chinese and Japanese
literature.

Abstract: Although similar in their lonely, self-respecting, sentimental with their own ideas on
love, Nobuko and Shafei, each depicted in Miyamotoyuriko’ s and Dingling’ s novels, are in essence
totally different types of characters in their alienation from tradition. Shafei, a typical image of the
1930’ s China in pursuing individuality and freedom in choosing her own lover and marriage, is
complex and truthful, a little sadist and self-examining, giving readers artistic fragmentary beauty.
However, Nobuko, a fictitious and conceptual character, embodying what the author conceives an
ideal lady, indulges in self-admiration and too good to be true, cannot but give readers a false
impression.

Key words: true; artificial; self-examination; self-admiration; imperfect



