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Brief Appraisement of Empress WU Zetian’ s
Positive Historical Functions

YU Huadong
(Wuhan University Journal, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072 Hubei, China)

Biography: YU Huadong (1952-), male, Associate professor, Wuhan Universty Journal
majoring in literature, history and editting.

Abstract; In her reign that lasted as long as 45 years, Empress WU T se-tien had positive effects
basically in four aspects: she pacified revolts and kept the nation united; she developed imperial
examinations and selected extensively persons with ability; she reduced corvee and taxes, and attached
importance to farming and manufacturing; she remained tolerant and open-minded, and accepted
expostulations and advices alike. Empress WU Tse-tien is in substance a historic figure worthy of high

compliment.
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