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( A )

Ti and Benti Category in ZHANG Zai s Philosophy

TIAN Wenjun, LI Lian
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biographies: TIAN Wenjun (1948-), male, Professor, Doctoral supervisor, School of
Philosophy, Wuhan University, majoring in Chinese philosophy; LI Lian
(1964-), female, Doctoral candidate, School of Philosophy, majoring in Chinese
ethics intellectual history.
Abstract: Ti or Benti is the important category in philosophy of ZHANG Zai. ZHA NG Zai used
Ti and Benti category to regulate Qi category from different aspects, in terms of what has been cleared
up asserting by oneself things one is original, on which he built and constructed his philosophy
system. So, investigating Ti and Benti category in philosophy of ZHANG Zai systematically and grasp
the true meaning of Ti and Benti category in an all-round manner, that is we understand the important
way of philosophy of ZHANG Zai correctly. But in the work of ZHANG Zai, the connotation of the
category of Ti and Benti is not self-same, we need differentiate and analyze deeply; This kind of
differentiating and analyzing needs to pay attention to language environment while Ti and Benti
category appeared, needs to pay attention to the basic thinking and theory of constructing in system of
ZHANG Za’ s philosophy. Only like this , we could avoid reading and clearing up Ti and Benti
category in philosophy of ZHANG Zai by mistake , thus to hold the theory and make the purport and
value of philosophy of ZHA NG Zai.
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