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Summarization of Chinese Human-body-words Development

FENG Lingyu
(School of Literature, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100037, China)

Biography: FENG Lingyu (1974-), female, Post-doctoral research fellow, School of Literature,
Capital Normal University, majoring in the Chinese grammar and vocabulary.

Abstract: Chinese Human-body-words have changed greatly since ancient times, through case
study and general analysis, we concludes that there are four main features characterizing the evolution
of those words: first, there usually exists a stage characterized the phenomenon of partly overlapping
of semantic fields of new and old words and the coexistence of the forms of new and old words, and
the replacement of old words by new words find _expression in grammar and the application of words
(yuyong ); second, the evolution of main lexeme would bring along the evolution of a whole
vocabulary-system; third, the Human-body-words system go through the process of from simplicity to
complication and from complication to simplicity again; forth, the form of the evolution of Human-
body-words is diverse and complicated.

Key words: human-body-word; change; feature



