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“Sovereignty Belongs to Britain ”. the Supreme Principle of
British Colonial Domination in Hong Kong

LIU Manrong
(School of History and Culture, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, Guangdong, China)

Biography: LIU M anrong (1954-), female, Professor, School of History and Culture, South China
Normal University, majoring in history of ancient China.

Abstract: During its colonial domination in Hong Kong, Britain illegally violated China’ s
sovereignty on Hong Kong and established “sovereignty belongs to Britain ” as the supreme principle
of colonial domination in Hong Kong: through three orders which British emperor promulgated, the
supreme principle of “sovereignty belongs to Britain” was legalized; through three constitutional
documents, the supreme principle of “sovereignty belongs to Britain” was constitutionalized; through
direct domination, the supreme principle of “sovereignty belongs to Britain” was embodied in the
power of governance. By all these, until the year 1997 when China resumed its sovereignty on Hong
Kong and Britain’ s supreme principle of “sovereignty belongs to Britain ” came to its end, Britain had
colonially ruled Hong Kong for one century and a half .
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