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The Line of Ariadne: Going Out of the Religious Origin’ s Maze
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Biography: ZHAT Zhihong (1960-), male, Associate professor, School of Philosophy, Wuhan
University, majoring in Eastemn philosophies and religious studies.

Abstract: Origin and grow th of religion is a sophisticate and important theory’ s problem in the
studies of religion. Investigating the problem is beneficial for us to understand and philosophers have
been tried to open out the riddle of the religious origin. In Introduction of Religion that being recently
published, on the foundation of summarizing these theory’ s achievements, Mr. Duan Dezhi puts
forward the basic thought of “the logic in accordance with the history”. For the sake of “elucidating
the general development regulation and the widespread innate character of religion from the deeper
level of structure”, he said, we must disclose the efficient cause of religion and its more basal “efficient
cause”on history degree and logic degree. The explanation is set out from “the survival demands of
realistic historical human-being and the history evolution of social mode of production”. This
standpoint provides the basic methodology principle and the theoretical way that inspire our thinking
for our going our of the maze of the religious origin.
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