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Reconsidering on the Exposition about
Feudalistic Society of K. Marx

FENG Tianyu
(Chinese Traditional Culture Research Centers Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography: FENG Tianyu(1942 ), male, Professor, Doctoral supervisor, Chinese T raditional
Culture Research Center, Wuhan University, majoring in Chinese cultural history.

Abstract: It was taken as be known as the conclusion of Marxist historiography to name
feudalistic society for Chinese social formation from Qin to Qing Dynasty. But if we take a
comprehensive view of the feudalistic social theory of K. Marx, especially the ethnology notes in his
twilight years, we can find that M arx was opposed to applying historical pattern of Western Europe as
universal law to understand eastern countries mechanically, and he also held that the evolution of the
middle ancient times was through multivariate channels, not a single one. M arx gave a sharp criticism
to abuse “feudal”, and considered that the feudalism was not compatible with nom nobility land
ownership and centralized monarchy. By Marx’ s logical, the Chinese social formation from Zhou and
Qin Dynasties should not be looked as feudalistic society.

Key words: Feudalistic society; feudalism; social formation



