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Mencius’ Values in Life

YANG Zifang
(School of political science and public management , Wuhan University , Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography: YANG Zifang (1970-), female, Lecturer, School of political science and public

management , Wuhan University, majoring in Chinese traditional ethical thought.

Abstract: In the history of Chinas traditional thought, Mencius is the first person who accounts

his values in life systematically. He thinks that we human beings are characterized with universal and

pre-experienced ethical natural instinct, and the values in life lie in achieving ideal personality through

the perfecting of one’s own morals. So, Mencius ~understanding of values in life is mainly three

respects; First , he proposes in terms of human nature that the ethical natural instinct is an origin of

values in life; Second, he establishes gentleman and sage as the goal of values in life in terms of ideal

personality; Third, he explains from personality moulding that cultivating oneself is the main way of

realizing values in life.
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