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The Political Attribute and Political Function of Mass Media

ZHANG Kun
(School of Journalism & Communication Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072 Hubei , China)

Biography: ZHANG Kun (1962-), male, Professor, School of Journalism & Communication,
Wuhan University, majoring in journalism and communication history and media
politics.

Abstract: The political attribute of mass media is different in different societies. In capitalist
societys the political attribute of mass media indicates as public social tool, which is controlled by
capital; while in the socialist country, the political attribute of mass media indicates as public opinion
tool and “engineers of human soul”, which is in charged by the principle of the communist party. The
political attribute of mass media determines the political functions of mass media: political
participation function, political communication function, power supervision function, agenda—setting
function, political control function and political socialization function. There are very great influences
to the social political civilization that develop the political functions of mass media comprehensively.
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