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Re-annotate the Thought of “Small in Population and Territory”

ZHAO Yuling
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan Universityy, Wuhan 430072 Hubei, China)

Biography: ZHAO Yuling (1975-), female, Doctoral candidate, School of Philosophy, Wuhan
University, majoring in Taoism.

Abstract: The thought of “small in population and territory” does not mean a point that LaoZi
objected to develop society and proclaimed falling behind passively, but means a depiction of an ideal
way for society management. It stressed that the development of human civilization and the progress
of society should be greatly harmonized with nature. In the modern time, there are three positive
significance in such thought as “small in population and territory”: life style regressing to nature,
population control and overriding war and vindicating the peace of world.
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