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Famine and Urbanity: Administrative System of Famine
Relieving for Sheng yuan in Qing Dynasty

ZHANG Jianmin
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072 Hubei, China)

Biography: ZHA NG Jianmin (1959 ), male, Professor, Doctoral supervisor, School of History,
W uhan University, majoring in Chinese economy and society during Ming and Qing
Dynasty.

Abstract: Under the idea of “honor urbanity” , the low grade gentries, who studied at country
schools or passed the imperial examination at the country level, were applied to separate famine
relieving system different from the system for general people in many aspects, in which their families
also enjoyed better treatment than general people. However, the standard and procedure for the
scholars were the same as those for the general people. In the serious famine correlating with life and
death, the personal integrity, single standard and conscience of low grade gentries came up against
great challenges. The phenomena of making troubles and practicing fraud such as making false reports
of the number of family and population or tickets of relieving etc. in the course of famine relieving
indicated the losing of their morality and reflected some deep seated problems in the groups of the low
grade gentries and the systems of famine relieving.
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