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Classical Notion of Civil Society:
Historical Development & Influence
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Biography: LI Dianlai (1973-), male, Doctor, Associate professor, Schoolof Philosophy, Wuhan
University, majoring in Western M arxism and political philosophy .

Abstract: In the history of theory of civil society, the classical tradition of theory of civil society is
created and developed by Aristotle and Cicero. As a form of political philosophy, the classical notion
of civil society mainly reflects the realities of ancient Greece and Rome. It influenced the academic
discussions of medieval, modern and contemporary thinkers, although it was the cultural mainstream
of ancient Greece and Rome.

Key words: classical notion of civil society; Aristotle; Cicero; political community; Arendt



