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Study on SHEN Congwen’ s Cultural Conservatist Thought

XTAO Hongen
(School of Humanities & Social Science, Huazhong Agricultural University, Wuhan 430070 Hubei, China)

Biography: XIAO Hongen(1961-), male, Doctor & Professor, School of Humanities & Social
Science, Huazhong Agricultural University, majoring in Chinese philosophy in 20th
century and philosophy of Chinese national minority.

Abstract: SHEN Congwen was a writer who had the ancestry of Tujia Nationality, and inherits Tujia
Nationality’ s cultural tradition in certain extent. He observed the “modern” civilization and took the Western
Hunan folk excellent cultural spirit and urban commoners’ outstanding morality as reference. So that, he
developed the characteristic of conservative about Liberalism and became a unique cultural conservatism
thinker. Although his thought had consistency with the tradition of Chinese cultural conservatism, more were
base on the mission of salvation and enlightenment. So he was “Coming Back to the Folk” and explored the
Chinese energy and the base of reconstruction from the folk excellent cultural spirit.
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