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Traditional Chinese Confucian Classics & Chinese Cultural Spirit

WANG Sida
(School of Humanities, Huaqgiao University, Quanzhou 362021, Fujian, China)

Biography: WANG Sida(1953-), male, Doctor, Professor, School of Humanities, Huaqiao Uni-

versity, majoring in Chinese classic philosophy.

Abstract: In the history of the world civilization, the problem that the Chinese civilization experi-
enced from progressiveness to backwardness should cause our attention. Agricultural economy and pa-
triarchal society of Xia, Shang and Zhou dynasties were fraughted with a value orientation of “esteem
to ancestors and sages” and formed an academic tradition of “following the examples of ancient sages
and spreading their doctrines”. Down from Qin and Han dynasties, the tradition was twisted further
into a power worship of “emperors are concurrently sages” and developed into a tradition of Confucian
classic of “only ancient classic can be followed” and also a cultural spirit of “be absolutely obedient to
the superiors”. Its essence was authorizes cult. It was this spiritual tradition that constructed the ob-
stacles of blazing new trials for the Chinese civilization in system, psychology and personalities, and
was an important root of the long stagnation for the development of Chinese ancient society .

Key words:; tradition of Confucian classics; Chinese cultural spirit; authorizes cult; the obstacles

of blazing new trials; stagnation for the development of Chinese ancient society



