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LI Hongzhang & China-Germany Arms Trade

ZHOU Jianming
(Institute of Historical Culture and Traveling Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541001, Guangxi, China)

Biography: ZHOU Jianming (1954-), male, Professor, Institute of Historical Culture and
Traveling, Guangxi Normal University, majoring in history of economic relationship
between China and other countries.

Abstract: LI Hongzhang was a key person in the arm trade between China and Germany. The
German government always did their best to please LI Hongzhang, for more order from the Qing
government for the weapon. Under the positive introduction by LI Hongzhang, the Qing government
purchased a large quantity of arms including artillery, warship, guns, ammunition and so on from
Germany. At the same time, LI has trained a group of milLltarists for China by inviting German
experts to teach in China and sending students to study millItary in Germany, who were the first
oversea students from China. As a result; the modernization of Chinese army was promoted.
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