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Look at the Thought of “ Handling Cases according to Law
& Punishing Cautiously” from the “ Retribution after Death”

ZHANG Jintong', LIU Xuemei’
(1.School of Humanity, Hebei University of Economics and Business, Shijiazhuang 050061, Hebei, China;
2.Science Research Offices Hebei University of Economics and Business Shijiazhuang 050061, Hebei China)

Biographies: ZHANG Jintong (1963- ), male, Doctor, Professor, School of Humanity, Hebei
University of Economics and Business, majoring in Chinese ancient literature; LIU
Xuemei (1964-), female, Associate researcher, Science Research Office, Hebei
University of Economics and Business, majoring in history of Chinese ancient law .
Abstract: “ Retribution after Death” is a literary work of tales of mysteries and the supernatural
produced in first period of Tang Dynasty. The theme of this work is “punitive justice”. Furthermore,
there is a close connection between the tales of judgment in the hell created in this work and the
thought of “handling cases according to law and punishing cautiously” produced in first period of Tang
Dynasty. Tang Lin, the author of this work, assumed the position of a judicial member during most
part of his official career. The awareness of judicature was enhanced in first period of Tang Dynasty.
Moreover, the thought of “handling cases according to law and punishing cautiously” was put into
operation. Tang Lin was one of the people who carried the thought through to the end. T he creation
of the thought of “handling cases according to law and punishing cautiously” had firm foundation.
Abrogating laws lead to the downfall of the Sui Dynasty. Therefore, Rulers of the Tang Dynasty
learned the Sui Dynasty’ s lesson and carried out the thought of “ handling cases according to law and
punishing cautiously”. Rulers earnestly practiced what they preached, so they won the confidence and
support of the people.
Key words: “Retribution after Death”; tales of judgment in the hell; Tang Lin; first period of

Tang Dynasty; handling cases according to law and punishing cautiously



