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Artistry of Reduplicative Antithesis in DU Fu' s Poetry

SHU Zhiwu
(School of Humanities South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510642 Guangdong China)

Biography: SHU Zhiwu (1954-), male, Associate professor, School of Humanities, South China
Agricultural University, majoring in ancient Chinese language and classical Chinese
literature.

Abstract: The reduplication is more expressive than the monosyllable, and the reduplication is
even more expressive in antitheses than in simple sentences. DU Fu knew this well and he frequently
used antitheses with reduplication in his poems. That’ s proved to be special and excellent. The
reduplication can simulate all kinds of sounds in nature so it creates a harmonic literal music, it can
depict various objects so it illustrates a lively picture of human life. It gave birth to noble emotions and
endless association.
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