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On the Familiars in Early Modern English Witch Beliefs
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Abstract; Witch belief is a commonly existed historical phenomenon in early modern Europe,

which has different expressions in different countries. In English witch beliefs, the notion of witch’ s

familiar is one of the notable peculiarities that differ from others’. And through some discussions

about its characteristics, the reason why it forms and its historical significance, this article reveals its

importance in English witch beliefs, which is also signifying some certain feature of English witch

beliefs in early modern Europe.
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