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The Eastward Spread of Western Culture and the Change of the View

of “Three Dynasties”
LIU Ming (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract : Since modern times, with the background of eastward spread of Western culture and power, Chinese people started
to understand the West and look at their own civilization. In this process, the connotation of “three dynasties”, which was
regarded as social ideal model by the traditional China’ gradually changed. Thinkers initially regarded “three dynasties” as the
civilized standards to evaluate the Western society and gave the “civilized” image of the West. Later, in order to promote
political reform, thinkers began to absorb the Western system and academic theory in order to enrich the connotation of
“three dynasties”. And then through the analogy of the Western society with the “three dynasties”, thinkers wanted to shape
the legitimacy for the political reform,and caused the infinite expansion of connotation of “three dynasties”. In the end the
West and “three dynasties” became the similar concept and the “West” as a social ideal model containing the “three
dynasties” gradually formed. To study the change of the view of “three dynasties” in late Qing dynasty has great significance
for thinking about the change of Chinese social ideal model, the transformation of civilization concept and the formation of the
Western image.

Key words: the view of “three dynasties”;social ideal model ;civilization concept; eastward spread of Western culture
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