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Blindness , Approval or Refusal ;

Virtue Theory and the Contractarianism Approach to Social Justice
CHEN Zhiguo (Shandong University)

Abstract : As regards the approach to social justice, both Socrates/Plato and Confucius hold that,it is through personal justice
of virtue that social justice or rule by excellence (ren) could be realized at the state level. This is significantly different from
the contract theory. For Socrates, however, relative to perfect justice under the condition of sovereignty of virtue, the form of
social justice provided by democratic political system based on the public contract could be conditionally and partly accepted in
spite of its imperfectness. In Plato, he expressed more drastic and thorough criticism on the contract theory by his
comprehensive application of the theory of soul and idea. It is not only that the general public who merely are caught in desire
or passion couldn’t reach any agreement,but that they lack of real knowledge about everything, especially about the idea of
the good, and true pursuit for knowledge. For Confucius, based on radical influence from some philosophical ideas and
historical conditions, such as the continuous interaction of nature and society, the special position of individual image, having
no interest in strong constraint from legal system and the political cultural tradition in Zhou dynasty,any form of contract
theory has no opportunity to enter into Confucian political vision in a sense. And these different philosophical positions in
pursuit of justice or excellence (ren) essentially embody the different deep thinking motivations, namely “living well” or
“properly living”.

Key words: virtue theory; social justice; contract theory;Pre-Qin Confucianism; Greek philosophy
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