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School of Historical Materialism in the New Culture Movement
LI Weiwu (Wuhan University)

Abstract ; School of Historical Materialism in the New Culture Movement was the group formed by early Chinese Marxists
who were both revolutionists and scholars. The chief representatives in this group have academically expounded the concepts
of Historical Materialism from different dimensions: LI Dazhao explained it from the dimension of historical science; CHEN
Duxiu interpreted it from that of political philosophy; CAI Heshen dwelled upon it in that of researching on the ancient
history of anthropology; LI Da constructed the expression system with Chinese style in Modern Sociology; QU Qiubai
turned the researching dimension from the Historical Materialism to Dialectical Materialism. All these works ushered in the
earliest movement that sinicized Marxist philosophy, taking a new formation of modern Chinese philosophy to advance the
change of the Chinese philosophy from the ancient formation to the modern formation, which has represented the new
Chinese academic direction developed in the late New Culture Movement.

Key words: School of Historical Materialism; New Culture Movement; LI Dazhao; CHEN Duxiu; CAI Hesen; LI Da;
QU Qiubai
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