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The Conflict and Integration of Science and Humanities:
On Digital Humanities in the Context of Posthumanism

WANG Ning (Shanghai Jiao Tong University)

Abstract ; Posthumanism,as a theoretical trend traveling from the West, has already come to China, raising a challenge against
traditional humanism and even humanities. Actually, science and humanities, as two of the important Western theoretical
trends, got on very well and even interacted and complemented each other when they first landed on China, which certainly
paves the way for us to evaluate posthumanism today. It is true that the rise of “posthumanism” in the Western academia
indicates that human beings in their current stage have become nothing but one of the species in nature, like all the other
living things on earth. Their existence and development depends to a large extent on the law of nature. If we do not see this
fact we will not be able to develop ourselves well. Posthumanism comes after the crisis of humanism, but it has certain
continuity with the latter. Posthumanism tells us that the era when the role of man is over-evaluated has now come to an end
as man has entered into a “posthuman” stage,in which human beings are no longer the only rational species, but rather,
merely one of the various species on earth. But man could create various miracles,some of which cannot even be controlled by
himself. Although the rise of posthumanism is a challenge against traditional humanism and the humanities, it will still be an
adequate project if we try to promote humanities teaching and research with a scientific method. Thus proposing the concept
of digital humanities may well bridge up between science and humanities establishing a new interactive, complementary and
cooperative relationship between the two.

Key words: science &. humanities; posthumanism;digital humanities
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