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On the Academic Background and the Philosophical Significances

of Leibniz’s Thoughts.
The Ontological Significances of the Debate about One Foot of Whip in Ancient China
DUAN Dezhi (Wuhan University)

Abstract: Leibniz” s thoughts of matter infinitely divisible not only possesses an important position in his philosophical
system, but has a profound and abroad influence on the modern development of the history of Western philosophy. This
paper aims at considering Leibniz’s thoughts of matter infinitely divisible from both levels of its academic background and its
philosophical significances. It is true that its academic background may be traced to the controversy between Aristotle and
Democritus in Ancient Greek times, but the main content of the background consists in Discartes’ philosophy controversy
with Gassendi as a famous instaurator of ancient atomism. so that we may say that to a large extent, Leibniz develops his
thoughts of the Infinite Divisibility of Matter and its philosophical significances primarily through his re-criticism of
Descartes” criticism of Gassendi. By this re-criticism, Leibniz deduces his monadology, his natural organism and his system
of pre-established harmony from his thoughts of the Infinite Divisibility of Matter. Almost in the meantime of Aristotle
putting forward his thoughts of the Infinite Divisibility of Matter, ancient Chinese philosophers also put forward a famous
philosophical proposition which is very similar to Aristotle’s, namely, “one foot of the whip, day take the half, eternally
inexhaustible”. Leibniz’s philosophical route has an important reference value for us to reveal the ontological significances of
the debate about one foot of whip in Ancient China.

Key words: Leibniz; the Infinite Divisibility of Matter; ontological significance; the debate about one foot of whip
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