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Interpreting Human Nature with Goodness or Interpreting Goodness with
Human Nature .

New Examination of Mencius’ Theory of Human Nature

LIAO Xiaowei (Huazhong University of Science and Technology)

Abstract : Through analyzing the meanings of some important concepts in Mencius” thought,such as xin(.(») scai (A \keyi
(AT LL) sneng (R8) vduan(¥ig) and kuochong (47 3%) , this paper maintains that Mencius doesn’t intend to give an evaluation of
human nature by giving the proposition that “human nature is good”.but to interpret goodness with human nature,in other
words, to inquire the condition of possibility of authentic goodness. Mencius’s proposition can be interpreted as follows: the
moral resources are already complete within each person’s heart-mind, which is innate and combines cognitive and affective
aspects; in authentic conditions,the moral ability of heart-mind can realize goodness spontaneously.

Key words: Mencius; human nature is good; interpret goodness with human nature
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