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The Governance of Gated Communities .

International Experience and the Practice in China
CAO Haijun (Northeastern University)
HUO Weihua (Nankai University)

Abstract : In the past over 30 years,gated communities had become a worldwide popular pattern of living space. In history, the
formation and development of gated communities came from their unique historical and cultural conditions and political,
economic circumstances of different countries and regions. The United States is considered one of the main origins of modern
gated communities. The emergence of American gated communities can be attributed to socioeconomic conditions, racial
discrimination, private preferences and urban public service provision and so on. In the context of China’s community-building
movement, gated communities play a huge role in grass-roots political power construction, grass-roots governance order, social
public service and other system supplies,and has become the basic units of China’s grass-roots social governance. Through
the study of Chinese-style gated communities” production, evolution, effect in development and change, we can {ind that
Chinese-style gated communities can reflect the institutional changes of China’s urban spatial structure and social grass-roots
governance, even the changing context of China’s social class.

Key words: gated communities; growth coalition; China’s grass-root social governance; housing privatization
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