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The Change of Cultural Memory Promoted by Film Narrative .

A Case Study on the Effect of the Film Holocaust to the German Culture Memory after WWII
WANG Lin (Northwestern Polytechnical University)

Abstract: Although films have superiority in trueness, vitality and universality, there are always some open issues,
such as how to present inhuman memory like the Holocausts and how to reflect the of ethic limitation in the films. In
1997, American director Martin Chomsky, sponsored by the National Broadcasting Company, directed the film
Holocaust. By fabricating the miserable experiences of three families in the period of the Holocaust, this film explored
a demonstration way to show the experience of different races in the Holocaust. Moreover, this film affected the
culture memory of Western Germany after the World War 2. It not only promoted the foundation of the film-leading
media based culture memory but also induced the German people to deeply concerned about the victims, that is the
Jewess. These effects help the Western Germany re-understand and accept the Holocaust history in a bottom-up
manner.

Key words: cultural memory; film narrative; Holocaust; German history
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