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Combination of Confucianism and Legalism and Structure of Traditional Chinese

Administration
ZHU Hanmin & HU Changhai (Hu’nan University)

Abstract : Governing ability and the will of the people are fundamental to the survival and stability of a country. In the Spring
and Autumn period, Confucianism and Legalism carried forward the two thoughts-way of the humane authority and the rule
of power respectively. The former emphasized the people and the latter focused on power. Confucianism, laying particular
stress on the will of the people and lacking efficiency of governance, was not the first choice for the feudal lords in wars;
Legalism, emphasizing the governing of the ruler and lacking the will of the people restricting the power of the ruler, led to
the tyranny and the fall of Qin State. Chinese administration after Han dynasty was expected to take into account the will of
the people and the efficiency of governance. An administration structure, combining Confucianism and Legalism and
integrating Wangdao (way of the humane authority) and Badao (the rule of power), came into being gradually, laying the
foundation for traditional China administration.

Key words: administration; the Spring and Autumn period; combination of Confucianism and Legalism
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