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2012 2 764 2 552 5 316 394 5710 2 845 6 003 0.071
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2001—
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2001 1.25 3.68 3.47 4.02 7.82
2002 1. 14 4.22 4. 04 4.25 8. 30
2003 0.91 4.59 4.69 4. 27 8. 81
2004 0. 95 3.45 5.23 4. 46 9.20
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Foreign Assistance and National Soft Power: China’s Status Quo

and Countermeasures
HU Angang » ZHANG Junvyi & GAO Yuning (Tsinghua University)

Abstract: The international development assistance system experienced profound transformation in 2015. To understand and
tackle these changes and challenges has significant importance for China to play a leading role in this system. Although
China’s foreign assistance has grown very fast and become the fourth largest in the world, it still lacks commensurate
proportion with China’s share of GDP, foreign trade and foreign direct investment in the world. This does not match the
international position of China and has become the disadvantage of the “Going out” Strategy. We believe that China should
establish the long term program of foreign assistance and increase its total amount, especially those to human resource,
under the principle of “respect, non-condition, non-privilege”. China should improve the criteria of foreign assistance and
create statistical method to adopt new international stand of broad official definition. China should also set up its independent
international development agency led by the Ministry of Foreign Affair and expand the field of international cooperation for
development assistance. In summary, China should actively cope the challenge of 2030 Sustainable Development Goals to
donor countries through international cooperation.

Key words: foreign assistance; national soft power; Going out Strategy
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