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Justices of the Peace and Solution of Industrial Disputes in Pre-industrial England
CHU Qingdong (Central China Normal University)

Abstract: The English Government passed a series of labor laws to solve industrial disputes.and authorized justices of the
peace to determine wages of workers and adjudicate labor disputes in Pre-industrial England. As the agent of state and
governor of local society, justices of the peace regulated behaviors of employers and workers in according to labor laws,
making use of fines,whips and prisons to punish illegal employers and workers. As a result,justices of the peace were the
main powerful body of mechanism to industrial disputes resolution in pre-industrial England. According to paternalism,on the
one hand,justices of the peace protected rights of employers and workers; on the other hand,justices of the peace required
employers and workers to obey labor laws, Its aim was to strengthen authority of government and maintain social order. The
practices of justices of the peace to solve industrial disputes were vital to social transition and development of state in modern
England, and could set a good example for late countries to construct favorable industrial relations.

Key words:justices of the peace; labor laws; England; pre-industrialization; industrial disputes
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