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Water-based Research: Rethinking on “Land-based View of History”

and the Raise of New Waters History
XU Bin (Wuhan University)

Abstract : In traditional historical narratives, “water” was just a by-product of land. Waters and people lived by water entered
into people’s vision only when they were involved with land or people on land. This narrative framework not only dominates
contemporary history studies, but also frequently appears in historical records. In view of this land-based research tradition,
this paper, citing examples of people lived by water, such as fishermen, lake pirates etc. , advocates a water-based approach
to explore the research paradigm of “new waters history” in water society. It is hoped that this research paradigm will
upgrade our research concepts, while discover and organize new folk historical documents.

Key words: water-based research; new waters history; center and periphery; land-based view of history
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