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Historical and Literary Value of Quanzhen Taoist Masters’ Odes to Death
WU Guangzheng (Wuhan University)

Abstract: Due to Wang Chongyang’ s intentional promotion, the writing of odes to death had become a great tradition of
Quanzhen Daoists when they passed away. These poetries successfully contributed to build up this Taoist School’s literary
pattern by their unique religious thought, religious emotion and literary image. This illustrated a new transaction of Taoist
history and Taoist literature history. The writing of odes to death has reflected a new development of traditional Taoist
doctrine, a new contemplation of the relationship between spirit and body. This contributed to the common identity of religious
belief and sect, and brought the Quanzhen Taoist literature in Jin and Yuan dynasties to the peak of Taoist literature history.

Key words: Quanzhen Daoism; death poetry; religious practice; perception of life
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