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The Transformation of Martin Luther King Jr. ’s Non-violent Strategy
YU Zhan (Capital Normal University)

Abstract : The non-violent ideal and practical strategy of Martin Luther King Jr. transformed from non-violent persuasion to
non-violent coercion,and then to non-violent “revolution”. Martin’s strategy in its early stage was to awake conscience among
the white race through African Americans’ sufferings. Racism was rather deep-rooted for this obvious idealism. In its
medium stage, it was centered on non-violent coercion, which meant evoking white violence and media attention by peaceful
struggles. The non-violent coercion led to social crises, mass pressure on the federal government and eventually to an ideal
result:federal interventions. In the late stage, Martin’ s non-violent idea transformed into “revolutions” radical in both
objectives and means, and failed due to lack of support from federal or the white liberals. Therefore, combining ideal and
reality closely together is the key to success in the non-violent strategy of Martin Luther King Jr. .

Key words: Martin Luther King Jr. ; non-violent persuasion; non-violent coercion; non-violent “revolution”
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