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The Uninterrupted Dialogue .
Derrida’s Dialogue and Divergence with Gadamer about the Problem of Interpretation
DENG Gang (Shanghai Jiaotong University)

Abstract: There were several significant dialogues and debates between Hans-Georg Gadamer (1900-2002) and Jacques
Derrida(1930-2004). Gadamer has written some papers in order to probe into the difference and consensus between Derrida’
s idea and his own, while Derrida has published a book named Béliers in 2003, which started to response to Gadamer in
terms of interpreting one of Paul Celan’s poems. Although Derrida stressed that he would like to carry out an internal
dialogue with Gadamer in the book, his approach was not able to eliminate the great disagreement between their views on
interpretation. For Derrida, the object and the method of interpretation are writing and deconstruction, whereas text and
interpretation for Gadamer. They have their own incompatible ideas on the object of interpretation, which exactly brought
about their divergence in the methods of interpretation. Furthermore, this divergence consisted in total difference in the
origins of their philosophies. In Derrida’s view. écriture (writing) . viz. trace and différance, is a core idea and the object
of interpretation, which precedes Sein and Seiende and make them possible. By contrast, Gadamer considers the text as
Verstehen (understanding), and interpretation of the text as a way toward the Sein. His hermeneutic philosophy is a further
development of Heidegger’s ontological phenomenology. Derrida’s ideas on writing and deconstruction might be introduced
in Hermeneutics to enrich and deepen it. Most of Derrida’s work focuses on re-deconstruction and re-affirmation on
European tradition. However, his deconstruction is not a mere negation and destruction but awaking up tradition to generate
new signification in contemporary society. The radical Derrida and the conservative Gadamer share the affection and passion
on European cultural heritage. Interpreting a poetry is the best way to represent the flexibility and equivocality of
deconstruction, and also the best way to rebuild a dialogue bridge across Deconstruction theory and Gadamer’ s
Hermeneutics, an ceaseless dialogue between them.
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