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On Zizek’s Capticalist Fetishism
CHEN Jian (Guangdong Ocean University)

Abstract: Marx criticized capitalism by introducing the concept of “commodity fetishism”, describing the contradiction
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie as the radical contraction of capitalist society. Leaning on Lacan’s psychoanalysis.
Zizek rediscovered and appropriated the profound critical significance of Marx’s concepts of fetishism and the proletarianism.
Zizek holds that capitalist fetishism is not just fetish worship or superstitious belief, but also the “miscognition” of symbolic
structure and economic mechanisms, which exists in the unconscious, automatic form of the society. Exposing the truth,
unraveling hallucinations or correcting false cognition are powerless against this form of fetishism. It can be subverted by
Marx’s symptom or “sinthome” —i. e. the proletariat.

Key words: Zizek; Lacan; fetishism; unconsciousness; “sinthome”
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