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Analysis of Nixon-Ford Administration’s Stance to Philippine Claim

to Spratly Islands
Li Guang (Fujian Provincial Party School of CPC)

Abstract : The Philippine Government laid claim to Spratly islands formally in 1971. Afterwards the Nixon Administration of
U. S. assessed the situation for several times and got an elementary recognition of the South China Sea Dispute. After the
Battle of the Xisha Islands, Nixon decided to take an ambiguous stance when the Philippines asked U. S. to help defend
Spratly Islands. Although the Philippine government took the military base as leverage, Ford still refuse to declare its position
definitely. Actually, Nixon-Ford Administration took the stance of nonintervention, which to some extent slowed down the
pace that the Philippines to occupy Spratly Islands.

Key words: Spratly Islands; Nixon administration; Ford administration; U. S. -Philip pines Mutual Defense Treaty
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