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Solution to the Riddle of Human Being.
Deconstruction and Reconstruction of Definition of Human Being

Han Dong ping (Huazhong University of Science and Technology )

Abstract; What is human being? There has been much debate about the subject for it invole both human being’s self-
cognition and the starting point of argument of many humanity and social science disciplines. Different answers accumulated
from ancient times can be classified into ten types, among which, four are wrong, four one-sided, one either one-sided or
confusing,and one neither easy-to-use nor interpretable. Therefore, it” s necessary to reconstruct the definition of human
being. Three are required to reconstruct a definition of human being withstanding any scrutiny. The best definition of human
being may be that “human beings are actors who survive and develop by self-creative objects”. This definition can not only
avoid the defects of the existing definitions, but also coincide with the origin, historical statement and fatalism of human
being,and even be used to deduce the birth time of human being. Moreover, this definition can also be used to explain the
individuality of human being,and individuals acting as human being’s evidence and value.

Key words: definition of human being; generality of human being; individuality of human being; human being vis-a-vis

animal; self-creative object; actors
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