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How to Realize Economic Ethics:
The Essential Thoughts Extracted from Aristotle to Contemporary Thinkers

Gong Tianping (Zhongnan University of Economics and Law)

Zhang Jun (Zhongnan University of Economics and Law)

Abstract: In the history of ethic thoughts.a large number of thinkers have put forward many significant and enlightening
penetrating views on the realization mechanism of economic ethics. Aristotle proposed the solution of virtue theory,the trinity
of good regime, the implementation of the rule by law and power supervision. Thomas Hobbes, David Hume and John Locke
put forward the theory of contract to solve the problem by establishing government, protecting property rights and abiding by
the law of nature. Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill propounded utilitarianism including laissez-faire and moderate
government intervention. John Rawls and Robert Nozick raised solutions of liberalism concerning welfare state and minimal
state, Alasdair Chalmers Maclntyre, Michael Walzer and David Miller brought forward communitarianist solution of active
governmental performance. Ecological protectors came up with solutions of ecologism to deal with the problem by ecologically
constructing technology,economy, polity, culture and society. By examining these schemes, we can at least draw the following
enlightenment: the implementation of economic ethics cannot be divorced from political system;the mechanism of discipline-
by-others is the reliance of the realization of economic ethics; institutional arrangement is the necessary support of the
achievement of economic ethics.

Key words: economic ethics;the history of Western ethic thoughts; Aristotle; liberalism
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