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The Relationship between Democracy and Justice in the Horizon

of the Later Frankfurt School
Yang Liyin (Wuhan University)

Abstract: The later Frankfurt School has creatively explored the problems such as whether democracy and justice can make
synergies. Habermas comes up with a post-metaphysical theory of justice and emphasizes the importance of the procedural
democracy among the plural subjects in the process of choosing just norms and constructing the systems. Honneth attempts
to reconstruct a theory of justice as an analysis of society on the base of the democratic ethical requirements. Fraser deepens
the democratic legitimacy of justice which Habermas highlights, adapts Honneth’s mechanism of recognition and brings to
light the circular relation between democracy and justice in the horizon of post-Socialism. The three theories about the relation
between democracy and justice all start off the ideal prediction rather than the real social relation,so that they can’t resolve
the problems of the circular relation.
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