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Emotional Resistance: The Emotional Frame and Moral Grammar of
Performing Resistance

Liu Tao (Ji’nan University)

Abstract: Performing resistance is a political practice of the underclass, which resorts to dramatic, consumable and
participatory performing actions to convey the underclass’ protests. In the course of practicing the performing resistance,
emotion presents the attributes of capital and class struggles. It offers elements and goals for actions. Emotional resistance,
hence,is of great significance as a protest mechanism and analytical paradigm. In the emotional frame, righteous anger has
been generated as a legal emotional outburst due to the mixture of angers and anxieties. From primordial anger to righteous
anger, the underclass groups silently carry out the process of both emotional repression and emotional transmutation. The
former externally attributes to negatively emotional expressions through ethics,justice and group identity; the latter refers to
the reconstruction of emotional context through image events,dramatic performance and interactive rituals, which successfully
outlines the framework of emotional expressions and relevant ethical rhetoric of performing resistance.

Key words: emotional resistance; performing resistance; emotional capital; emotional frame; emotional defense; external at-

tribution
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