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“Chicken Soup for the Soul” and the Domestication of Emotions

in the Disaster Narrative .

A Critique of the Social Network Practices of the Mass Media
Huang Yueqin (Hubei University)

Abstract: In disaster events, “Chicken Soup for the Soul” is produced densely and numerously in the social networking
practices of the mass media. The model of emotional touching becomes the dominant way of reporting disasters. “Chicken

” is used not only to cover up the ability insufficiency of professional production of the mass media about

Soup for the Soul
disaster events,but also to form a disaster aesthetics and emotion mobilization through expropriating national rhetoric,so as
to domesticate the network space. The “Chicken Soup for the Soul” style narrative diminishes the dilemma of professional
values of the media. Meanwhile, it has to face the critique from the public action of “anti-chicken soup” and the cultural

resistance.

Key words: Chicken Soup for Soul; disaster narrative; domestication of emotion; social network
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