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Socialism as a Civilizational Project.
Rethinking Marxism in the Third Wave of Socialism

Michael Brie (Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung)

Abstract: The emergence and development of the world capitalist system in the 19th century was marked by the first wave of
socialism. It was a time during which central ideas were formed, organizations were founded, and movements and uprisings
were organized. The second wave of socialism,in the 20th century,was a result of the new imperialist order and world wars,
the emergence of anti-colonial, anti-racist, new feminist and emancipatory movements, but also of socialist revolution in
Russia,China and other countries around the world and social reforms in the centers of world capitalism. The current deep
crisis and transformation of capitalist civilization may result in a third wave of socialism. As with the first and second waves
of socialism, the third wave demands a deep transformation of Marxism. Leninism, Maoism, third-world socialism and
reformism provided the basis for reflection and spearheaded the second wave of socialism enabling it to expand the range of
Marxism into the inner and outer contradictions of capitalism, create new class alliances, transform state and society and
attempt to support a new culture. The Marxism of the third wave of socialism will have to go even further. It needs to reflect
and support a whole civilizational transformation including relations to nature, between man and society and body and spirit.
The achievements inside capitalism and of socialist,democratic and emancipatory struggles have to be integrated in new paths
of development.

Key words: the wave of socialism; Marxism; civilization and crisis

@ {E& Hu ik . Michael Brie, Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung ; Franz-Mehring-Platzl, 10243 Berln, Germany. Email ; brie@ rosalux. de,
@iFE MU .5 LRI KRZFET = FEBe WAL ®I 430072, Email: minnafan@ whu. edu. cn,

O@E &I A - P R E R IEARINL 55 2% & D ¥ 4 B3 B i H (2014113010205)

@ = EHIE IR T ¢

MKarl Polanyi. The Great Transformation ;: The Political and Economic Origins of Our Time,2nd Beacon Paperback ed. . Boston,
MA :Beacon Press,2001,p. 257.

@ Dieter Klein. Das Morgen tant im Heute ; Transformation im Kapitalismus und iiberihn hinaus. Hamburg: VSA,2013,ss. 169~202.

@ David Harvey. Spaces of neoliberalization : Towards a Theory of Uneven Geographical Development. Heidelberg: University of
Heidelberg,2006.

@ Rolf ReiBig. Gesellschafts Transformation im 21. Jahrhundert : Ein neues Konzept sozialen Wandels. Wiesbaden: VS Verl. fiir So-
zialwissenschaften,2009,s. 141.

®Ernst Bloch. The Principle of Hope. Vol. 3. Cambridge, Mass. : The MIT Press,1995,p. 1375.



